The prognostic impact of isolated tumor cells in lymph nodes of T2N0 gastric cancer: comparison of American and Japanese gastric cancer patients.
The clinical significance of immunohistochemically detected isolated tumor cells (ITC) in lymph nodes of gastric cancer patients is controversial. This study examined the prognostic impact of ITC on patients with early-stage gastric cancer in two large volume centers in the United States and Japan. Fifty-seven patients with T2N0M0 gastric carcinoma who underwent gastric resection between January 1987 and January 1997 at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC) in New York and 107 patients resected at National Cancer Center Hospital (NCCH) in Tokyo between January 1984 and December 1990 were studied. The sections were newly prepared from each lymph node for immunohistochemical staining for cytokeratin. Lymph nodes and original specimens from MSKCC were examined by pathologists in NCCH. The prognostic significance of the presence of ITC in lymph nodes was investigated in patients of both institutions. ITC were identified in 30 of 57 patients (52.6%) at MSKCC and in 38 of 107 patients (35.5%) at NCCH. In both institutions, there was no significant difference in the prognosis of the studied patients with or without ITC (P= .22, .86 respectively). The presence of ITC detected by immunohistochemistry in the regional lymph nodes did not affect the prognosis of American and Japanese patients with T2N0M0 gastric carcinoma who underwent gastrectomy with D2 lymph node dissection.